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Curious Amufements for the INGENIOUS. 


To which are added the moft 
Material Occurrences Foreign and Domeftick. 


— 


Perform'd by a Society of GENTLEMEN. 


‘ar 


From friday December 23d. to Monday December 26th. 1709. 


Q. Entlemen, Your Opinion is defir'd, whe- 
ther after the General Retribution the 
Earth will be tnbabited again or not. 

A. The Scriptures teach us,that be- 
fore the Genera! Retribution there will be a General 
Conflagration, when the Elements will Mele with 
fervent heat. But as a Conflagration is Deftructive, 
not of the Matter, but of rhe Form only, fo, whe- 
ther God will afterwards Annithilare the Matter re- 
duc’d to it’s Priftine Chaos, or whether he will 
Raife it up again into the fame Beautiful Form, 
which we now admire, or whether he wil! endue 
jt with any other Form, This is what we muft be 
contented to be Ignorant of, fince it is no where 
Difcover’d inthe Word of God, and is a Subje& of 
fuch a nature, that Feafon cannot fo much as offer 
ara mere Conjecture. Secret things belong to God, 
thofe, whic are Reveal d to Us and eur Children 
‘for ever. | | | 
— Q. Mas there ever any Prince as Great ( with ree 
fpeé to his Dominions ) as Charles V. who, like Him, 
volmearily lay down bis Government P | 

A. The Behaviour of Charles V. after his Rerire- 
ment to a Private Srate may make fome Inclinab!e 
to {u(pect, thar in his Refignation of his Royal and 
{Imperial Dignities he was fomething Whymfical. 
‘But as to che Parailel Cafe requir'd, not to menti- 
on Cafimir, King of Poland, who is not to be 
nam'’d with a German Emperor, much Iefs toa 
Prince, who alfo Inherited all the Spanifh Domini- 
ons, Dioclefian, who was a greater Emperor than 
Charles V. makes a tplendid figure in Pagan Hifto- 
ry for his fo much Celebrated Refignation of His 


Share ( for Maximian was Copartner with him in» 


that exalted Dignity) of the Roman Empire. Bur, 
tho’ that Prince was for feveral Ages Applauded for 
fo Uncommon an Action, yet La&antius has fince 
(in a Book of His, concerning the Deaths of Hea- 
— then Perfecutors; a Book, which lay Curied in 
Ob{curity during the Period of a Thouland Years ) 
givenus a True account of the Marrer. For that 
Eloquent Author tells us, that Dicclefian's was a 
Forc'd, not a Voluntary Refignation, that he Pub- 
lickly Pretended freely to Diveft himfelf of his Im- 
perial Purple, when the True Reatfon was, becaute 


with Pearls and Precious Stones. 


he cou'd no Jonger retain it, that Galerius, who 
was his Cefar and Invefted with a Tribunitian 
Power, Bullied him into a Private Capacity, and 
Compeld him to lay down his Enfigns of Authority; 
at what time he Unwillingly and wirh no fmall 
Reluctance Rerir'd to Salona in Dalmatia his Na- 
tive Country, and Refum'd his former name of 
Diecles, which at his Arrival at the Empire he had 
converted from the Gréek into 4 Latin Name. 

If to Lattantius’s Teftimony any one obje@ thar 
Learned Men accufe him of fevéral Hiftorical Er- 
rors, to this we anfwer, that the Errors they ace 
cufe him of, Refer to Preceding Ages, in which he 
has committed fome Miftakes. But as thofe Learni 


ed Men call not his Integrity in Queftion, fo he 


had more than ordinary Opportunities of coming © 
to the Knowledg of that fo much Miftaken an Af- 
fair, inafmuch as he liv’d in the Palace of Con/tan- 
tine the Great, as being Tutor to his Son Con/tan- 
thus. | 
But were Laéanzins’s Teftimony of lefs Atutho- 
rity, we fhon'd not need to Demur to it, fince is ig 
attended with fuch Concurring Circumftances of the 
Higheft Probabiliry. Ber can we think, that fo 
Haughry, fo Imperions a Monarch, as had bold 
the Name of Fovius, a$ had 
claim‘d the Title of Lord in it’s Incommunicable 
import (a Title, which Augufius bad Rejected,and 
which none of his Predeceffors, excepting  Caligals 
and Domitian Prétended to) as had Commanded — 
his Subjects to Adore him as a God, and had en- 
joynd them by Publick Edi& to Proftrate them. 
felves upon the Ground and Kifs his Feer in the 
moft fupple manner ; his Feet Pompoufly adorn'd 
Whereas his Pree 
deceffors were contented, that their Subjects thou’d 
Kaifs their Hands ; nay, and fomerimes Condefcend- 
ed coo to Permit them to Kifs their Cheeks. Is it 
Probable, that one Elevated from fo Mean a Sraté 
(for he was the Son of a Publick Notary, cr, 
according to others, of a Senator's Freed-man) to 
{o Eminent a Dignity fhou'd be willing to Refign 
that Dignity, and become Obnoxious (as is Ufual 
In more Common Degradations ) to the Scorn and 
Coniempt of Mankind, To believe this we muft 
Kkkk be 
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entirely Ignorant, that by his Pride and Haughty- 
neis he truly Verified that Vulgar Adape ; | 
Afperius Nihil eft Humili, cam furgit sa Alcum. 
Can we think, that He,swho bad Oppreisd 
Subjects, Ravag’d wholé Brevinces by his Ex@rti- 
tant Taxes, and Worthy ot 
venge for {fo many inftances of Cruelty, coud 
think it otherwife than extremely Hazardous r09 re- 


tarn co a Private Capacity, and thus imprudently 


lay himfelf at the Mercy of his Injur'd Advertaries? 
And therefore, according to Laétmtius, he urg’d 
this Argument (in Moliifying words with regard 
to his utg’d ic to Galerius;, whie 


as yet. he Peffuatioh ohif. And indeed ic 


Proper only for a Nerva, a Good, a Merciful Nev- 
va to Refign his Government. For that excellent 
Prince was fo Confcious of his own IAndcence, 
that he frequently Protefted, thar, rho’ he ihoud 
Retire ro a Private Life, he had done nothing,that 
cou'd give him Caufe to be Afraid of any Man. 
Nor cou’d Dioelefian do otherwife than Dread the 
Chrifisans, fince he had fo Barbaroufly Maffscred 


{uch Infinite Numbers of them. Nor is itan Ob- | 


jetion to this, that the Chriftsans Knew betrer, 
what Spirit they were of, than to thirft after RKe- 
venge,fince Dioclefian had not fo favourable an Opi- 
nion of them,to Deftroy the force of the forementi- 
Argument it's Oppofers muft Alledg, that D:- 
oclefian was a very Imprudent and Impolitick 
Prince. Whereas on the Contrary he was a Prince 
of the Deepeft Policy, of the Profoundeft Subulry ; 
which Character is no {mall Confirmation of the A- 
gument. We may confider too, that Dieclefian was 
then Weak and Infirm (as having been lately, or 
indeed fcarce yec recoverd from a Lingring Di- 
ftemper, which had brought him very Low ) and 
confequently the more fulceptible of Fear,the more 
Likely cto ftand in awe of a Threatning Galerius, 
and the lefs capable of contending with that Ufurp- 
ing Cefar,who was betterProvided forForce than Di- 
oclefian for Refiftance.Nor muft we omitthat Ga/eri- 
us bad been long before extremely impatient of the 
{econd Rank, rhat from his Succefs in his Second 
Perfian Expedition (in which he took Captive 
both the Wife and Children of the Perfian Mo- 
narch ) he became Daily more and more Ambiti- 
ous, and, whenever he receiv'd Letters with the 
Infcription of C.e/ar, was heard to cry outin a kind 
of Brutal Retentment (a Refentment {ufficient to 
Prevail upon that Impcrions Perfon to ule his ut. 
moit Endeavours to Remove its Object ) Mujt I 
be Always Cufar ? 
And now we leavethe Reader to Judg, whether 
Dioclefian’s fo much Applauded Refignation were 
Voluntary or Conftraind, 


Q. Ow what part of the Earth is that Mountain 


whereon our Saviour ftaod when the Devil fhew'd him 
all the Kingdoms of the Earth ? . 

A. The Mountain {pecified in the Queftion is 
fuppos’d to be Mount Pifgah in the Country of 
Perea,which is a Portionof thar part of the Land of 
Canaan, which is on the other fide of Fordan. This 
is that Mountain, upon which God was pleasd to 
Reprefent to Mo/es ( before his Death ) the whole 
Country of Canaan, according to thar Promnife 
Mingled with a Threatning, Thou fhalt fee it with 
thine Eyes, but fhalt not go over thither: That is, 
vo the other fide of Fordan, which was the Princi- 
pal. The Account cf Mofes’s Extenfive View up- 
on Mount P:fgab you will find at large in the laft 
Chapter of Deuteronomy. 

Q Where there is no Law, there is no Tran/gre/- 
fien, &c. 

a. Your Queftion tending to Party-Difpures, 
you muftexcule us, if we never concern our {elves 
in fuch Affairs. . 


‘Friend, Yimothy Oldwit. 


| 
account of every thing, dtjire a diftines Deferiprion 
of Yorkitire People, for Iam apt to think the gene. 
ral Coaradter given of ‘em their Defer, 
A, County hae prodiic’d many as Braye: 
Generous and: full Gentlemen, as any Country in 


Europe, and the Populacy as Quick -witted, Indu. 


ftrious and Valiant, when employ’d in Warfare. 
Tis true, there be ill People amongt them, a; 
where is the P ace ‘ree from fuch. And, tho’ fome 
particular Vices may reiv in one Country more 
than in others, yet others mn howe as great of af. 
the: Kind, to-ba'dnge chem. We totrhis ig 
Partialiry, not onc Gentleman of Oar Suciery being 
Of thac County, 

QO. is the Produ& of three Buz rds multi 
ed ly three Owls ? your 


/perdy A [cr to your 
A. The Produét wil be juft fuch a wile Queritt 
as your felf. | | 
Q. Gentlemen, Pray why are Thieves more fharp 
towards Chriftmas, than at any other time. Yur 
Humble Servant Vhirfis. 
A. Becaufe Provifion is ufually dearer at thar 
time, with the additional Charge of Fie and 
Candle, but principally, becaufe Dark Nights fa- 
vor their Deeds of Darknefs. 


Q. Good Mr. Apollo, Solve tie following Quefti- 


on, anda Gallon of Sack and a good 

to keep Chriftmas with, fioall be your Reward, Fone to 
the Printers, Portridze paid. 

1 am by Trade a Checiemonger, and amin Love 

with 4 very Gentele ‘young Lady, wiofe Father's a 


Surgeon, but am afraid She's Extravagant. For 
the Minute the Pritice died, She goes into Mumning, 


then, when the Ladies went into White, She ftrait 
bought ber a White Auk-rine, Ard now they are in 
Black, She has died that wicck, amd will always be in 
tke Tip of the Mode ; yet, for all this, | am damne 
ably in Lhve, bue the Devil is, She don't Care a Fare 
tining for me, but isin Love with a young Waitcohatr d- 
Gentleman of the Temple, who Cares juft as much 
for Her as She docs for me, The Reafon She gives 
for not liking me, is, becaufe I am a Cheefemonger, 
but I think a Cheefemonger is at any time as good 
as 2 Surgeon. Now, Query, whether ever She and I 


ficall be Man and Wife, Gentlemen, Your Mcft Hume 


ble and Obedient Servant, Lecturius. 
She's thine Boy, ten Thouland a Year againft. 
a Nutthell She’s thine: And for thofe very Reafons, 


which makes thee detpair of her. Her feeming 


Contempt ariles from the Delight She has to hear 
you talk of Love, well knowing her Confeffion 
wou’d put a Period to your Perfuafions, and ren- 
der all your fine Speeches abortive What, a 


Surgeon ftand in Competition with a Cheefemonger ? 


A Man-mender with a Marepreferver: by no means. 
You keep us ftrong and Lufty on our Legs,He on- 
ly Cobbles up our Defects ; you live on the Health 
and Welfare of the People, he on the Sins of the 
Age’; which weighty Maters,when the Lady con- 
fiders, She'll doubrtlefs be fenfibie of her Advance- 
ment. het not her Dreiling di{courage: you, that 
is only prudently done to make her Market, and 
ought rather to Cherub your Hapes, for either Sex. 
dreffes only to render acceprabic to the Con- 
trary ; nay, her dying her Agrherine, isa Notabte 
Inftance ot her good, Haulewitery, when Shes 


Yours, She'll conform to ali the Colors in the Rain- 


bow. But above ail, you need be under no appre- 
henfion from the White hair'd Spark, for Love ol 
fer’d by that Sex goes down like a Dofe,and woud 
{oon purge away ali his Inclipations, had be anys 
Yer after all, we muit give you rh's Causion, howd 

you 
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you! farfeit yout Promife tO us, jt wou the 

who'e, ace of Affairs, for that won'd: fhew you np 
Honor, and Ladies who. afte the 

ae “Mode; hold (achiunder the greatcft Comempt. 


We veceiv'd four Letters laft Thariday fignd 


W. in Relation co a Brojett,the well mec! 


“POEMS, 


| Asn ODE .. 
On the N ativity Our Bleffed Saviour, 


RIS E my ‘Mate from out the. Dusky Shale, 
By Earthly Oppofitions made, 
Arife, fhake off the Duft, which Clings 
To thy Alpiring Wings; 

Pectine a while Paantaftick Scenes: of Love, 
In which fond Mortals here below, 
Irreguiarly Move, 

Yer no for theirMotiets know: 
Decline the various Themes of Wit and Sen/e, 
So term'd by us Short-fight Wretches here, 

Which to Superior Beings are Offence, 

And much Unworthy their Regard appear. 
Such Vulgar Notions now Defpife, 


Sparn the Dull Earth and Barthly Things,and (pring 
| (up ro the an 


Take up thy Lyre, and to it bind, 
Loud-founding, Everlafting Strings, 
Strike fuch Extatick Notes may Charm the Mind, 
— Such as the Quire of Seraphs fings, 
“When They their Hallelujabs Chime, 


And letthe Images be Tall and Thought sbe 


Begin, begin the Song, 
Whilft Liftning Ange/s throng, 
With Hallow‘ Arr, 
To bear a part ; 
And let it Eccho tothe Spheres, and found 
a To all the Glebe around, 
And let the Hills, the Groves and Fl-uds the Joyful 
(Lays Rebound. 
Sing the Eternal SOURCE of Love, 
That Vaft, Stupendious Theme, 
Th’ Amazement of the Glorious Forms above ; 
Tho’t does too large for their Conceptions feem, 
Yet boldly dare the Fiighr, 


Thou fhalt be Strengthned from thole Realms of Light, 


The Origine Incomprehenfible 
Wil! thed his Influence on thy Head, 
Such bright Idea’s will Inftill, 
And with fach Fire, 
Thy Zeal Infpire, 
That thou in future Auna/s thale be read. 


de 


die When n Min had his Claim 
To Daz'ling Thrones above Yond Azure ‘Shy, 
And facritic'd his Hopas to Sin anh Shame, 
And therefore Fu/tly was Condemn d to 
Except A:tonement be found; 


The Angels to hear the Faral 


Confejous their Sorenpth Unieed was tod fmiall, 

To bear th’ Evernal Vengaanen dad, 

From an' INCENSED 
And which in Jafice nach their Crimes pesfte, 
And in dire Stotms of Indignatior fall ; 

Shock’d with Tréemendow Dread, 

They from the Awful Profenes fled, 
Fled to the Inmoft Chautbers of the Sky : 
For well they knéw it was a Load, 

Fit only for the Shoulders of a God.) 


Se 


Solemn Silence now was huth'd thro’ / leav ne 


And Sadnels fil’'d the Luminous Serene, 
Not fuch as docs ditguife’ the Sons Men, 
But fuch as may th Forms Divine be feen. 
When from the Right Hand of af 
The SON OF GOD arofe, hid 
With Mcjehy Inffable and 
As Rays extradted froth Unfullied | 
( Ac which the Giictring Hof now Joys commence: 
Which in théit Airy they 
And Saidy f 
CREATOR OF ALL THINGS fince Li said 
Can no Eguivaient for Jafice find, 
And fince thy Sacred Sanétion does Decree, 
then muft Dye, or Fuflice ceate to be 
Behold thy Son, in whom thou art we pleat, 
His Nature on me I will take, 
To be th’ Oblarion for his Sake, 


And pay the Ucbt, that he may be R-/ees'd, 
| | 


He Said—~and fteaight th’ Angelic Quires 
Refum‘d their Golden Lyray, 
And Tun’d them up to Lofty Strains, 
Which Eccho'd through rhe Bearifich Plains 
And as they Playd they Sung, 
Ten Thoufand Voices the Grand Chorus Joyn'd, 
Voices of foft, Seraphick Kind, 
Warbling Extarick Notes 
Thro’ their Melodions Throats, - 
Which round the Empireum Rung, 
The Barden was, VAST AND TRASCEND ANT 


(LOVE, 
Nor to be Fathom ‘d by the Bright, Capacious Forms 


~( Above. 
Loud Hallelujaks clos’d th’ Harmonious Sound, 
Loud Fallelay abs danc'd thro’ all the Gloricus Man- 
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7. 
*Twas then the SON OF GOD came down, 
And left his Daz'ling Throne and left his Glits’ring 
( Crown, 
Lefr Miriads of th’ Ifuftrious Sons of Day, 
Who all around, 
The fhining Roof of Heav’n, and fpangled 
( Ground, 
With bright expanded Wings inceffant Play, 
Attending on his Nod, 
And by Obfequious Flights confefs'd the God; 
Left Flouds Immenfe of Foy and Manfions Brighr, 
Enormous Pleafures in large Fields of Light, 
Left Glory Inace:ffable and Biif:, 
Which always in the Height of Rapture is 3 
Left thele to undergo 
An Humble Pilgrimage in Flefb and Blood below, 
Toraft the Is atrend on Human Breath, 
To feel Pain,Sorrow,and at laft to yes/d t0 crue/Death, 


Rejoyce ye Nations, for the Day foretold = 
By all the Sacred Seers of Old See 
Arlength is come, in which Indulgent Heav'n, 
Hath Vifited the Sons of Men, 
With wondrous Mercy, wondrous Love, 
Which the Rebellious Angels ne'er enjoy’d above. 
Rejoyce, Rejayce upon the Glorious Morn, 
In which the Son of God, the Son of Man was Born, — 
Let Fubslation Courfe the Globe around, | 


And let yond Azure Roof reverberate the Sound : 
In one Grand Chorus all your Voices raife, 


And in ETERNAL SONGS fing the ETERNAL’s 
( PRAISE, 


The laft Quarterly-Book, containing various Sub- 
feet, Serious and Humorous, in Profe and Poetry, with 
anew Song fet to Mufick and all the Parts inferted, to 
be bad no where but in the faid Book, may be had of 
the Men in their Walks. 
I R, | 
Ologn, December 17. All our Advices from the 
C Places along the Mozelle and the Saar agree, that 
the French Troops are ina miferable Condition, and a 
Perfon who deferves to be Credited, reports, that he 
faw the 14th at Saar Louis, the Soldiers almoft naked, 
and mounting the Guard with Wooden Shoes. They are 
almoft famith’d, and have received no manner of Pay 
for feveral Months paft. They arein the fame Conditi- 
onat Tryers, where they plunder’d fome days ago fe- 
veral Shops of Shoemakers, ank tookaway feveral hun. 
dred pair of Shoes, Hague, December 24. ’Tis confi- 
dently reported, that the States being informed of the 
great Preparations of the Enemy, intend to augment 
their Forces, and notwithftanding the French publith, 
that Germany is exhaufted of Menand Horfes, we are 
told that the German Princes have ftill 30000 Men to 
{pare for the Service of Great Britain and this Republick. 
The States being informed, that notwithitanding the 


fevere Orders publithed againft the fending of Cora lato 
the Enemies Territories, yet fome People out of a ni: 
vate Lucre, fupply them now and then with confer 
able Quantities out of Liege, Brabant, 8c. have 
fent Orders to the Governors and Commanders of the 
Frontjer Places, to have daily Parties Abroad to pre. 
vent that Practice ; and the better to encourage the (aid 
Parties to be watchful, we hear they are to havea ¢ 
fiderable Reward out of the Corn they thall feize 

_ London, December 26. This Day in the Forenoonag 
Bow-Church, there will be a Sermon as ufual preach’d 
tothe Societiestor Reformation of Manners, 

A Grant is pafling the Seals, appointing the Right 
Hon. the Earl of Wharcon, Governor of the Hofpital of 
St. Laurence,in Cirencefter,alias Cicefter, in Gloucefter. 
fhire ; as alfoa Warrant for Pardoning the Earl of Dun. 
barton ot High-Treafon. 
__ On Friday the Royal Affent was given tothe Bill for 
Continuing the Duty on Malt, &c. for 1710, by the 
Lords, who were commiffion’d by Her Majefty tor thar 


 Purpofe: And then both Houfes were adjourn’d to 


to Monday the oth of January next. 

Perfons in Town may have thefe Papers brought to 
their Houfes at 35. per Quarter, by directing to Mr. Carter 
atthe Rofe and Crown in St. Paul’s Church-yard, Mr. Bick. 
erton, at the Rofe and Crown in Litr/e-Britain, or to the Prin, 
ter hereot, fuperfcrib’d to the Britijh Apollo. N.B. All that 


begin within the Quarter to pay-on Quartersday a Penny for 


_ each Paper they have had. All Queftions to be direéted in 


like manner, but none will be anfwer'd our of the Country, 


where Poftage is not paid, — 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Olman’s London Ink-Powder for Records, moft 
excellent for all Perfons to make their Writing. 
Ink as black and as ftrong as they pleafe. Each Six penny 
Paper makes a Pint of the beft,or Pint and halfjorQuart 
for Shop-keeper’s common Writing or Marking-Inkjon. 
ly by fhaking or ftirring it in fo much Rain or Rivers 
Water ; and 1t amends all weak and pale Ink, or Ink 
fpoiled by the Froft, and DireCtions to each Paper of 
Powder, to prevent Ink from Freezing. "Tis Sold by 
moft Stationers, Bookfellers and Haberdafhers in and 
about Londen ; and by Shop.keepers in the chiefeft Ci. 
ties and Townsin England. And that none may be ime 
pofed on by any falfe Pretenders, Cheats or Counter 
feits,this only has been publickly Experienced for many 
Years, and a Patent granted under the Great Seal of 
England to Charles Holman i Red-Lionm-Street in 
Southwark, for making the fame. 
Juft Publifh’d. 
HE 2d Edition of Mr. Ail’s Hiftory of 
the Orroman Empire in all it’s Branches, with the Go- 
vernment, Policy, Religion, Cuftoms and way of Living of the 
Turks in general, Iluftrated with feveral Copper Cuts on each © 
Material Head, with a New Preface, agd feveral Copies ef 
Verfes in Praife of the Author and Book, written by fome of 
the moft Ingenious Men of the Age, Printed in the fame Letter. 
and on as good Paper as the 1ft Edition, The Printer havin 
the Propriety of this Edition, and the Charges being leflen’ 
by the Cuts already Ingrav‘d, all Gentlemen and Bookéellers 
may have them at a moderate Price, Bound or Unbound, of J. 
Mayo,over again{t Water-lane, Fheet-ftreet, J. Woodward in 


St. Chriftopher’s Chureh-yard Thread-needle-itreet, and mott 
Book fellers. | 


T the Hand and ‘Pen in Barbican, are Taught 
Writing in all Hands, Merchant’s Accompts, 
Book-keeping, Algebra, Geomerry, Meafuring. Su 
veying, Gauging, Mechanics, Fortification, Gunnery, 
Navigation, Dialing, aid other parts of the Mathemae 
tics; alfo the ule of the Globes and Maps, aftera Na- 
tural, Ealy and Concife Method, without burthen co 
the Memory. By Robert Arnold. 
Eady Money for anv Parcel or Library of Books 
in all Languages and taculties whorever: tikewile 
Books Exchang’d and lent to Read, by Tho Bickerton, 3 
the Rofe and Crown next the Gate-way leading into the 
Bine-Coat-Hojcital by the Pump in Little-Britains 


| 


in Where Advertisments ate Laken in. 
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Printed for the Authors, Mayo, gt ine Pr: uting-Prefs, Lan? 


